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AUTHOR or THELYPHTHORA. 


Loxpox, May 5, 1781. 


Rev. and Dear SIR, 


HY are you ſo much diſpleaſed? I 
am ſure there is no intentional un- 
kindneſs towards you, no deſign- 

eddperity of expreſſion or perſonal reflection 

Thich might either hurt you in your own mind, 
or iiur 'your character in the fight of the 
world, throughout my late publication 
intitled © The Bleſſings of Polygamy.” So 
far frm it, whilſt you are complaining of 
my having treated you with 7% little re- 
ſpect, I have been greatly blamed for hav- 
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ing treated you with % much. IT ſtand 
convicted however by your reproof for 
having addreſſed you by name; there cer- 
tainly would have been more delicacy in 


not having done ſo, as you had not pub- 


licly declared yourſelf to be the author of 
Thelyphthora : and when my book was 
about -half printed off, I was aware that 
you would blame me on that account. 
But as you always and upon every occa- 
ſion acknowledged the production to be 
your's, and had, in ſeveral publications pre- 
vious to mine, been addreſſed as the writer 
of it, without once diſowning it, I really 
thought that any attempt on my part to 
ſcreen my friend from public view, would 
have appeared almoſt as ridiculous as the 
command of Sir John Falſtaſt to his page 
to ſtand cloſe by him that he might eſcape 
the eyes of the chief Juſtice. J am ſure 
you will give me full credit when 1 aſſure 
you that I moſt ſincerely wiſh, t, that 
you were not the author of The/yphthora ; 


ſecondly, that nobody knew that you vere 


the author: And if you believe theſe two 
declarations, you can never think that I 
took a pleaſure in making you pals for 
that author againſt your own inclinations. 

Another 
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Another reaſon occurred to me for ad- 
dreſſing you by name. I was happy to 
let all the world know the regard and 
friendſhip I had for you; and this could 
not be done, at leaſt not ſo effectually, if 
I had conſidered you as anonymous. 

Again, After what you yourſelf have 
ſaid of Thelyphthora, as being one of the 
moſt important and intereſting publications 
that have appeared fince the Reformation, and 
judged to be fo by many emizently learned 
and pious men | A], and calculated -both to 
entertain and edify the reader, I muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſe that though a modeſt dif- 
fidence forbad you to affix your name to it 
yourſelf, yet that you would rather eſteem 
it a compliment than an injury to an- 
nounce to the world the author of ſuch a 
performance. 

Theſe are the chief of my reaſons for 
having addreſſed you by name; and I 
hope you will admit them as good ones. 


[A] I know not who the author particularly 
means by theſe eminently learned and pious men : but it 
is very certain that ſome who both for learning and 
piety are exceeded by few, do at this time, form a 
very different idea of Thelyphthora, than what they 
did on the firſt haſty peruſal of it; and would be ſin- 


cerely grieved to have their names made uſe of as 
abettors of it. 
A 3 If 
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If vou will T ſhall be happy; but whether | 
you will. or not, I aſk your pardon for 
having done it. 


The next complaint you make againſt me, 
is, for not having ſubmitted my manuſcript 
to your peruſal before 1t went to the preſs. 

But what reaſon could you have to ex- 
pect this, after the friendly letter of re- 
monſtrance which I wrote you ſo many 
months before? Had I not at leaſt as 
much cauſe to expect you would have 
{ſhewn me your manuſcript as any other 
perſon who had the reviſal of it? But you 
judged that I ſhould have diſcouraged the 
publication of it; and you judged right. 
The very fame concluſion therefore that I 
ſuppoſe prevented you from letting me ſee 
your Treatiſe on female ruin (as well as your 
letter to Richard Hill, Eſq. at the end of 
your third volume) prevented me from 
aſking your opinion on my late piece, vix. 
I took it for granted that you would as 
heartily diſapprove my Anſwer, as I ſhould 
have diſapproved your Treatiſe ; and that 
you would have been for taking out ſo 
much of my own matter, and for putting 
in ſo many inſertions of your own, which 

I in 
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I in my turn, ſhould have been for taking 
out afterwards, that between us both we 
ſhould have brought the poor Bleſſings of 
Polygamy, into the ſituation of A/op's 
man, who had two wives (my friend 
will "excuſe the compariſon) the one of 
whom plucked out all his black hairs, the 
other all his grey ones. | 


A third complaint my friend has againſt 
me, is, that I treat the doctrine of Po- 
lygamy with facetzous raillery, and invent 
caſes to make it appear ridiculous, and that 
Jock him with the peremptorineſs of my 
determinations, 

On which fide the moſt peremptory deter- 
minations are to be found let all readers 
judge. I will be ſilent. 

As to the ridicule and facetious raillery you 
talk of, I cannot but think them very al- 
lowable, if they prove the means of ex- 
poſing a practice which in its conſequences 
mult be as pernicious to the welfare of. ſo- 
ciety, as deſtructive to the peace of private 
families. I have often heard my friend ſpeak 
in the higheſt terms of Mr. Vincent Al- 
/p's book intitled, Antiſozzo, which from 
the beginning to the end conſiſts of the 
moſt acute raillery againſt Doctor Sherlock 

on 
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on account of ſome expreſſions in a piece 
publiſhed by the Doctor, intitled, if Iremem- 
ber right, The knowledge of Chriſt.” 

If indeed I had made any of God's 
diſpenſations the ſubjects of raillery, I ſhould 
think my friend did me no unkindneſs 
at all in ranking me (indirectly at leaſt) 
with Lord Bolingbroke or Voltaire. But I 
deny that Polygamy ever was of God's 
inſtitution, or any part of his diſpenſa- 
tions. But, if it were not for a lit- 
tle facetious raillery, and a few pleaſant 
ſtories, what muſt have been the fate of 
Thelyphthora? If, notwithſtanding all the 
variety of entertaining matter with which 
that Treatiſe abounds, any perſon could 
be ſo ſtupid as to yawn and nod at the read- 
ing it, as the whole court of Charles the 
Second did at the hearing Doctor South's 
ſermons; [B] 1 ſay, what muſt it have 
been if the author had not by mixing 


[LB] Old South a witty churchman reckon'd, 
Was preaching once to Charles the ſecond. 
But far too ſerious for a court 
Which of all preaching made a ſport, 

The good and zealous man of God, 
Obſerv'd his audience yawn and nod, 

And finding nothing wou'd avail, 

Call'd to the Earl of Lauderdale, 

My Lord, why 'tis a monſtrous thing, 

* You ſnore ſo loud, you'll wake the king,” 


the 
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the utile dulci delivered it from the tireſome 
dryneſs which uſually attends Treatiſe- writing? 
Beſides, where ſhall we find a more hvely 
ſally of wit and facetious raillery than the 
author of Thelyphthora has entertained us 
with in comparing Mr. Hill to a cobler, 
becauſe Mr. Hill owns he does not under- 
ſtand Hebrew ? . You remember the old 
proverb, ſays he, Ne Sutor, &c. Yes, my 
fnend, I remember it well. And I think 
you will not ſoon forget it. The whole 
proverb runs thus. Ne Sutor ultra crepi- 
dam. In Engliſh, ** Cobler keep to thy Laſt.” 
Or more literally Let not the Cobler go ber 
yond his Laſt,” But when applied to the 
purpoſe of the author of Thelyphthora, (I 
will put on the cap becauſe it fits me) 
« Let not Mr. Hill pretend to be a critic 
or philologiſt, at leaſt not a Hebrew critic, 
whilſt he remains totally unacquainted 
with that language.” Why truly if Mr. 
Hill had had the advantage of a ſkilful He- 
bren friend at his elbow, or who lived at 


a few yards diſtance from him, and if he 


had been willing to have availed himſelf of 
ſuch advantage, he might not have made 
that contemptible diminutive figure in the 
eyes of a learned Coloſſus he now does, But 

to 
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to own the truth, Mr. Hill ( feigned as the 
ſenſe of the deficiency of his own abilities may 
be) choſe rather to paſs for a Cobler as he is, 
than to exalt himſelf on ſtilts not his own, or 
to ſtrut about like A 'sdaw in borrowed 
plumes, or AÆſop's aſs in the lion's ſkin. 

I remember well laſt winter when Ad- 
miral Keppel was ſpeaking in the houſe of 
Commons, he ſaid he would not from 
thenceforth call Sir Hugh Palliſer by his 
own name, but by the name of the Gover- 
wor of Greenwich Hoſpital, which he accord- 
ingly did in every other ſpeech he made 
during the different times the buſineſs re- 
lative to the Portſmouth Court Martial, or 
any thing elſe which concerned the Navy was 
debated.— 80, — 5: parva liceat componere 
magnis, every time I have occaſion to in- 
troduce my own inſignificant name, inſtead 
of Richard Hill, I thall call myſelf the Cob- 
ler. And if we conſider into what great 
and reſpectable company I ſhall introduce 
myſelf by the appellation, perhaps there 
may be more pride than humility in my af- 
ſuming it. Nay, J know not whether it 
may not be at leaſt as honorable as being 
ſtiled Governor of Greenwich Hoſpital. For 

Firſt. 
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Firſt, We have had, (far be it from me 
to ſay we now have) coblers at the helm 
of Government, even at the head of all 
our public affairs. Theſe f would ſtile 
State Coblers. Such perſons ſet themſelves 
to patch and mend, and mend and patch 
again, till they cannot make both ends meet 
at the Laſt. By which means they ſuffer 
the whole nation to go barefoot; and after 
having cobbled and cobbled, till they have 
cobbled away all the leather, tis well if 
they don't ſome time or other bring Eng- 
liſnmen to wear wooden ſhoes, Theſe cob- 
lers are happy when they can get the 
length of any royal foot, and often try to 
meaſure the feet of the members of the 
Houſe of Commons. 

N. B. This claſs of coblers make much 
uſe of the hammer and pincers in their 
work ; and though they /acker it well when 
it is finiſhed, yet it will ſeldom bear the 
day-light. Beſides the backing they uſe 
is apt to come off, and ſadly ſullies the 
fingers. | 


Secondly. We have very exalted Cob- 
lers m Divinity. There are plenty of 
theſe 
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theſe in our large Collegiate cities, who 
(like their brethren of the Jack ap: on,) 
carry on their trade in ©:2//s, though they 
prefer cobling on a Bench when it is in 
their power. And whilſt they are in their 
Stall, you may ſometimes hear them /ing- 


ing amain, thereby ſhewing that they are 


either well pleaſed with their work or their 
wages. However, theſe coblers in gene- 
ral, (for the picture I give of the molt is 
by no means intended as a repreſentation 
of all, but very far from it) do very little 
buſineſs in their profeſſion, ſcarcely mend- 
ing a ſele from one year's end to another; 
and what little they do attempt, is with 
that ſort of leather which is againſt the 
grain, or as I believe ſhoemakers call it 
black of the grain. And multitudes among 
them if they do but cobble a little now 
and then on a Sunday, think this ſufficient 
reaſon for being idle all the reſt of the 
week. 

I might ſhew in ſeveral more inſtances 
(but let theſe ſuffice) that there are many 
great men who are coblers in all profeſ- 
ſions, and that therefore there is no ſhame 
at all in my being dubbed à cobler in criti- 
ciſin by the learned author of Thelyphthora. 

— From 
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From henceforth therefore I am the 
Cobler,” —But to the point, 


| 33 
Vov object that the cobler charges you 
with recommending an #nd:ſcriminate and 
unlimited practice of Polygamy, and want- 
ing a law to eſtabliſh it: and then you 
bring quotations from Thelyphthora to prove 
that I have either miſunderſtood or miſree 
preſented your meaning. Yet in theſe very 
quotations you affirm Polygamy in gene- 
ral to be both /awful and innocent in itſelf, 
in many caſes expedient, in ſome duty, and 
only ſinful by abuſe or exceſs. However, 
let me tranſcribe your own words, 
* That Polygamy is lawful in itſelf, and 
« in many caſes expedient, in ſome duty, 
% none can deny who will yield to the teſ- 
e timony of the ſcriptures, and plain mat- 
« ter of fact. But where it is entered 
* upon with no other view than to pam- 
“ per the appetite, and to indulge a love 
C of variety, it degenerates into evil, and 
* ſeems to be to marriage, what gluttony, 
„ drunkenneſs and exceſs of apparel are to. 
« food and raiment—a nf, becauſe a 


* forbidden abuſe of /awful! and neceſſary 
e things.” 


And 


* 
* 
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And would my friend attempt to prove 
from hence that he is not a maintainer 
and recommender of indiſcriminate and un- 
limited Polygamy? What! when he com- 
pares it to our very meat, and drink, and 
cloathing, without which no man whatever 
can exiſt? I readily allow that you are 
ſpeaking againſt the abuſe or exceſs of theſe 
things, and not _ the lawful uſe of 
them, therefore the drift of your argu- 
meut muſt be to prove that though a mo- 
derate uſe of meat, drink, and apparel be ex- 
pedient and neceſſary for all men, but glut- 
tony, drunkenneſs, and pride of dreſs are 
abominable and ſinful, ſo a moderate uſe 
of Polygamy 1s dented to none, and only be- 
comes ſinful when indulged to exceſs (and 
who 1s to define what 1s meant by an exceſs 
of Polygamy) and in order to pamper the li- 
bidinous appetite.— Giving your reaſoning 
it's full ſcope, this 1s what it muſt amount 
to; and the very ſame thing may be ſaid 
even of the uſe of the marriage bed itſelf. 
And indeed in the above quotation, as you 
do in every other part of your performance, 
(particularly in a note in your third vo- 
lume, p. 94. which I have only juſt dipped 
into, though I intend, / God ſpare my life 

to 


3 
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to labor through it) you put marriage and. 


Polygamy intirely upon the ſame foot- 
ing [C]. Tis in vain my friend offers his 
qualifying paſſages whilſt theſe are his 
avowed ſentiments, and whilſt in ſo many 
other parts of his book he gives as general 
an indulgence for the practice of Polyga- 
my as the pope himſelf does for whore- 
dom, by licenſing the public ſtews at 
Rome. Had you purſued any regular plan 
in your Treatiſe, and not run from one 
thing to another in the looſe unconnected 
manner you have done, 1t would have been 
more eaſy to have followed you through- 
out; but this is certain, that whatever title 
your different chapters may bear, Polyga- 
my, Polygamy, Polygamy 1s the great point 
in view. —Polygamy, Polygamy, Polygamy 
the conſtant burden of the ſong. 


However, let the cobler now put a 


plain queſtion or two, by which, if you 


[C] The note runs as follows. The authority on 
tc which this practice ( Polygamy) being the ſame on 
& which marriage itſelf is prohibited, in ſo many in- 
&« ſtances unknown to the ſcriptures, muſt, to be ſure, 
ce be truly reſpeQable !” 

The author of Thelyphthora allows nobody to ſpeak 
in a way of ſneer and ſarcaſm but himſelf, 


will 


— 
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will anſwer explicitly, your ſentiments may 
perhaps be better underſtood. 
1ſt, Is it lawful in the ſight of God for 
any man who has a wife (and I will add, 
children by that wite) to make his propo- 
ſals and to take another in her life-time ?— 
Would he commit fin in fo doing? 
2dly. As you ſtate perverſeneſs of tem- 
per in the woman to be a ground for Po- 
lygamy, I ſhould be glad to know who is 
to be the judge of this perverſeneſs of tem- 
per? Who is to determine whether it may 
not be wholly owing to the tyrannical be- 
havior or want of affection in the huſband ? 
Upon this vague notion, every man might 
become a Polygamiſt where he and his wife 
had no right to demand the fiteb of bacon. 
The idea that a man and his wife are cou- 
pled not only for better for worſe, but for 
life alſo, cauſes much mutual forbearance, 
and prevents many a conjugal diſpute : but 
whilſt the huſband can think himſelf at li- 
berty to take a ſecond or a third, whenever 
Madam is not quite ſo pleaſant as ſhe might 
be, would not this be the means of crea- 
ting quarrels without number, and threat- 
enings without end; eſpecially when the 
huſband happened to caſt his eye on any 
particular 
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particular object of delight, whom he 
wiſhed to have the enjoyment of? In ſuch 
caſe, might he not ſay, Well, I have no- 
thing to do, but to go home and teaze 
% my wife and put her out of humor, and 
* then that dear creature may be my on.“ 
Vain indeed would be the author of The- 
Iyphthora's ſpecious qualifying ſentences to 
reſtrain ſuch a man from his purpoſe 
eſpecially whilſt the ſame author tells him 
with the ſame breath, that Polygamy is 4 
link in the chain of God's diſpenſations, and 
is in itſelf both Ja and innocent. 

As to the caſes of Lunacy, or of abſolute 
Barrenneſs on the ſide of the woman, I 
would rather be ſilent on theſe points than 
diſcuſs them: only, I would briefly ob- 
ſerve, that if the purport of your book had 
been to prove that under ſuch circum- 
ſtances divorce ought to be obtained from 
our courts of law, and the man have leave 
to marry again, I ſhould not have diſturbed 
you in the quiet poſſeſſion of your op1- 
nion; though it we had talked the matter 
over in private, I ſhould have obſerved that 
a thing of that fort ought to be entered 
upon with great deliberation ; fince the 
woman who might at one time be diſor- 

B | dered 
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dered in her ſenſes, might not perhaps al- 
ways continue ſo; and ſeeing that children 
and the fruit of the womb were pronounced 
by the mouth of inſpiration to be a gift and 
beritage that cometh of the Lord, therefore ſhe 
who atone time might be accounted a barren 
woman, might afterwards (even many years 
afterwards) keep houſe and be a joyful mother 
of children. And ſhould this be the caſe, the 
higheſt injury would be done to the firſt wife, 
by putting her away and taking another. I 
might alſo have added that as no trials can 
befal a good man without the over-ruling 
hand of God's providence, he ſhould endea- 
vor to exerciſe a ſpirit of faith, patience, re- 
ſignation and prayer, whilſt he is under 
them; and that though we are permitted to 
uſe means to extricate ourſelves out of them, 
yet we muſt ſee to it that they are lawful 
means, and ſuch as are warranted by God's 
holy will and word. 


II. 

The cobler is cenſured for ſaying that 
the author of Thelyphthora explodes all ex- 
ternal marriage ceremony as ſuper/t:t10us 
preejicraft. 


My 
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My reaſons for this ſuppoſition are 
grounded upon the author's whole chapter 
of marriage, the ſubſtance and purport of 
which muſt be well remembered by thoſe 
who have read his Treatiſe, and from which 
it 1s clear, that though he acknowledges 
the expediency of an outward recognition 
of marriage for the purpoſes of ſociety, yet 
he lays it down as a certain poſition that 
neither contract nor external ceremony are 
at all neceſſary (in a religious view) before 
the parties come together, and that the 
ſingle act of bodily union is the only true 
ſcriptural marriage. 


III. 

The cobler is told by the author of The- 
Iyphthora, that * he meets with no ſuch 
* caſes as that of Lady A— and Sir Tho- 
*« mas A—; nor as that of the humble 
e petition of Mary, the wife of John Wil- 
«© lams—nor of women of the St. Gzles's 
breed, crying murders about the ſtreets, 
as the conſequences of the Jewiſh ſyſ- 
*<. om... 

This 1s no reaſon at all why they would 
not be very frequent in England if Polyga- 
my were eſtabliſhed among us. But I am 


B 2 far 


cc 


| 20 The Cobler's Letter to the 


far from believing that Polygamy was ever 
much in practice among the Yews, and 
even where it was practiſed, I doubt not 
| | but the miſchiefs attending it were in 
3 many caſes very evident. One thing how- 
ever 1s certain, which 1s, that the cobler 
has given the author of Thelyphthora a 
ing ſhoe by the introduction of the caſes be- 
fore-mentioned, and therefore he affects to 
treat them with contempt. However, in 
your next piece, (for I underſtand we are 
to have more laſt words of the author of 
Thelyphthora,) I deſire you will give me the 
ſatisfaction of Knowing your ſentiments on 
thoſe caſes, particularly on that of king 
Charles the ſecond and Nell Gwyn, the du- 
cheſs of Portſmouth, or indeed any other of 
his miſtreſſes; for upon your plan, I ſee no 
more harm of his keeping a dozen than 
one, provided he were the firſt man who 
became one fleſh with them, and provided he 
perſiſted in taking them to his bed one af- 
ter another as long as he lived. But more 
particularly ſtill, I beg you will inform the 
cobler and the public what you 4% ſay, or 
can ſay, in the caſe propoſed in the Ble/ſ- 
ings of Polygamy of a ſingle woman filiating 
her child before you on a married man. As 
I a juſtice 
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a juſtice of the peace, you are obliged to 
put the law in force againſt him.—As a 
clergyman, you muſt tell him that he took 
his own wife in order to cleave to her 
alone, forſaking all others. —But as the au- 
thor of Thelyphthora, I am quite at a loſs to 
know how you would addreſs the parties ; 
eſpecially if the man informed you that his 
own wife were barren or i/l-tempered, 

I hope alſo you will not forget to tell us 
your authority for ſaying that Luther and 
the other Proteſtant divines unanimouſly de- 
clared 1n the caſe of the Landgrave of Heſſe, 
that 1t was not contrary to the law of God for 
a man to take another wife his firſt being 
alive [D]. 


IV. 


The author of Thelyphthora ſays a man 


might maliciouſiy wound either of theſe (a 


[D] How the author of Thelyphthora can poſſibly 
think of preſſing the Reformers, whether at home or 
abroad, into his ſervice, is to me moſt inconceiv- 
able, eſpecially after the quotation I brought from 
Luther againſt the Polygamy of the Anabaptiſts; and 
when Beza wrote an expreſs treatiſe againſt Polyga- 
my, which is noticed by Calvin with the higheſt ap- 
probation, As to the ſentiments of our Engiih Re- 
formers, they may be pretty well known by the mar- 
riage ſervice, nd the homily againſt adultery. 


B 3 wite 
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wife or a virgin) and not be liable to death, 
as he would be in the caſe of maliciouſly 
wounding cattle. 

Here the cobling country juſtice, muſt a- 
gain take the liberty of reminding his friend 
learned in the lau, that he is under a very 
great miſtake in this aſſertion, for by the act 
commonly called the Coventry act (made on 
account of the maiming Sir John Coventry, 
in the reign of Charles the ſecond) malici- 
ouſly maiming or wounding any ſubject 1s 
made death. 

The caſes of a rape and of a man having 
intercourſe with a woman by her own free 
conſent, or even ſeducing [D] her, are very 
different. In the former, the oath of the 
woman alone may ſafely be taken, as ſhe 
can have no intereſt in {wearing againſt the 
man; in the latter, a door would neceſſa- 
rily be opened to a thouſand frauds and 
impoſitions. Therefore, though J agree 
with you intirely, that every unmarried 
man who ſeduces or debauches a virgin 
ought to make her his wife; yet I alſo ſay, 

that 


[D] Query. Upon the principles of Thelyphthora,whe- 
ther ſuch a thing as ſeduqtion (any more than fornica- 
tion) can or ever did exiſt, ſince the firſt intercourſe of 
man with a woman is by him deemed a marriage? 
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that compulſion upon every accuſation of 
that ſort, by the woman's teſtimony only, 
(and no other can hardly ever be had) 
would be attended with very dreadful con- 
ſequences. However, where ſuch a law 
could be inforced, it ought to be inforced. 
And if this were all you had endeavored to 
prove, your deſign would certainly have 
met with general approbation; though in- 
ſtead of three heavy volumes, you might 
have comprized the whole of what you had 
to ſay within the compaſs of three pages, 
and thereby have ſaved yourſelf much time 
and trouble, have ſaved your readers the 
{um of fifteen ſhillings each, and have ſaved 
the cobler and the monthly and critical 
reviewers a very tireſome piece of employ- 
ment. 


W. 

You aſk me how far from“ implying 

* approbation it is where an action is per- 
© mitted?” — ! anſwer, it is often very far. 
Will my friend ſay, that becauſe God per- 
mitted David's adultery and murder, he 
therefore approved of them? Take heed 
leſt by loſing ſight of this material diſtinc- 
tion, you make God the author of all fin. 
Belides, 
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Beſides, give this ſentiment its full ſcope, 
that God's permiſſion and his approbation 
cannot be ſeparated, and it will go near to 
make the-moſt abominable wickedneſs the 
{ure road to heaven. 


VI. | 

I am preſſed with the authority of Vet- 
ſiein, Bithop Burnet and others, Doctor 
Doddridge himſelf bringing up the rear. 
Now what ſhould you think of the cob- 
ler, if he were to treat them all with the 
moſt ſupercilious diſdain, and were to ſay, 
*© What are all human authorities to me, 
if they ſpeak not agreeable to the divine 
% law and teſtimony? I no more mind 
„ them, than I mind the wi/dom of Plato, 
* Ariſtotle, Cicero, &c. among the antients ; 
** or of Sir Iſaac Newton, Mr. Lock, Biſhop 
« Warburton, or the old woman that ſells ap- 
*© ples at the corner of the ſtreet among the mo- 
* derns\ E].” Suppoſe again I were to preſs 
you with the authority of your favorite 
Welſtein, in order to degrade the divinity of 
the Son of God [F]. Would you call that 
authority 


E] Thel. vol. ii. concluſion. 
* This laborious commentator (who was a Sw1/s, 
and was obliged to leave his own country on account 
of 
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authority concluſive? I am perſuaded you 
would not compliment this learned man 
at the expence of denying the Lord that 
bought you. Suppoſe I were to produce the 
expreſs teſtimony of a thouſand learned 
and pious authors and commentators againſt 
Polygamy ? What would be your reply? 
They have followed one another like ſheep. 
They ſpeak not agreeable to the divine law. 
They ſet Moſes and Chriſt at variance. But 
if only a ſingle word or ſentence can be ga- 
thered from any of them that at all favors our 
author's ſyſtem; then no praiſes can be too 
laviſh on their excellent judgment, prodi- 
gious piety, or profound learning. O 
Thelyphthora, Thelyphthora, thou mother 
of inconſiſtency, where ſhall I find thee ? 


Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nods ? 


But 1t 1s no ſtrange thing to hear men 
exclaim loudly againſt human authority, 
while they are aſſuming to themſelves an 


of his Arian principles,) has given us the various 
readings of the New Teſtament; but among them all, 
the word anxdlpay for aw is not to be found; there- 
fore this change of the word is intirely on his own 
judgment; but as it happens to coincide with the plan 
of our author, he adopts it with as much authority as 
if it were really part of the ſacred text. 


authority 
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authority little leſs than divine, and at the 
ſame time that they are profeſſing to hold 
the opinions and deciſions of all other men 
in the utmoſt contempt, are expecting that 
all other men ſhould pay the moſt implicit 
obedience to their own. 

It is alſo a practice more common than 
decent, for an author to talk of the ab- 
ſurdity of the pope's pretenſions to infalli- 
bility, and at the very inſtant that he is doing 
ſo, to be putting on the triple crown, and 
thruſting his own ipſe dixit into the papal 
chair. Hence it is that the moſt peremp- 
tory dictators are uſually thoſe who ſpeak 
moſt againſt dictating: and whilſt they will 
ſuffer no human authority, however reſpec- 
table, to be quoted againſt them, where it 
does not coincide with their own ſenti- 
ments, will yet catch at every thread of 
teſtimony they can lay hold on when it 
makes at all for their ſide the queſtion.— 
How 1s 1t poſſible to argue on fair ground 
with ſuch unfair players at bo-prep ? — 
Produce a cloud of commentators ; they 
are all deſpiſed as human authority : pro- 
duce none, and you are deſpiſed yourſelf 
for not producing them. 


With 
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With regard however to Biſhop Burnet, 
I think I can give a tolerable good reaſon 
for his writing his little tract concerning 
. Polygamy, though what he did was cer- 
tainly a great blot in his character, if it 
were only on account of his duphcity. 
When the friends of the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt ſaw that Charles the ſecond was not 
likely to have any iflue by the infanta of 
Portugal, to whom he was married, and 
that therefore the crown was likely to de- 
ſcend to a popiſh ſucceſſor, they began to 
put every engine at 'work that the King 
might have an heir, as Burnet himſelf 
tells us in the hiſtory of bis own time, 
vol. i. p. 261. fol. edit. from whence I 
tranſcribe verbatim what follows: 
«© When the party ſaw they could make 
« nothing of the buſineſs of the Duke of 
% Monmouth, they tried next by what 
«© methods they could get rid of the 
« Queen; that ſo the King might marry 
e another wife: For the King had chil- 
e dren by ſo many different creatures, that 
* they hoped for iſſue, if he had a wife 
capable of any. Some thought, the 
Queen and he were not legally married: 
« But the avowing a marriage, and ths 
« living 
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living many years in that ſtate, did cer- 


 tainly ſupply any defect in point of 


form, Others pretended, ſhe was bar- 
ren from a natural cauſe, and that 
ſeemed equivalent to impotence in men. 
But the King often ſaid, he was ſure ſhe 
had once miſcarried. This though not 
overthrown by ſuch an evidence, could 
never be proved,. unleſs the having no 
children was to be concluded a barren- 
neſs : And the diſſolving a marriage on 
ſuch an account could neither be juſti- 
fied in law nor conſcience. Other ſto- 
ries were given out of the Queen's per- 
ſon, which were falſe: For I ſaw in a 
letter under the King's own hand that 
the marriage was conſummated. Others 
talked of Polygamy : And officious per- 
ſons were ready to thruſt themſelves into 
any thing that could contribute to their 
advancement. Lord Lauderdale and 
Sir Robert Murray aſked my opinion of 
theſe things. I ſaid, I knew ſpeculative 
people could ſay a great deal in the way 
of argument tor Polygamy, and divorce : | 
Yet theſe things were ſo decried, that, 
they were rejected by all Chriſtian ſ6- 


cieties. 


How 
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How few men, even good men are there 
who can totally withſtand corrupt influ- 
ence and court favor! How eaſy is it to 
find arguments when we have a ſecret in- 
tereſt in wiſhing a thing to be true! Not- 
withſtanding Burnet had pronounced Po- 
lygamy to be rejected by all Chriſtian Socie- 
ties, yet he afterwards himſelf ſtated the 
caſe which you have produced, and cer- 
tainly gave his anſwer rather in favor of 
it; ſtill however with great caution, and 
not without being conſtrained to own it as 
a truth, that Polygamy falls ſhort of the 
<« intendment of marriage in innocency, to 
* which ſtate, we that are under the goſ- 
* pel muſt return as near as it is poſſible.“ 

Upon the whole, Biſhop Burnet's teſti- 
mony amounts to little more than a queſ- 
tion in caſuiſtry [G], which he endeavors 
to ſolve in the molt favorable manner he 
could to the prevailing court party; but 
after all does not pretend to ſpeak deci- 
ſively on the ſubject ; and though it ap- 
pears from the tract itſelf, which I have 


0 The queſtion is this: Whether in any caſe 
Polygamy be lawful under the goſpel ? 

How very difterent from the peremptory and abſo- 
Jute aſſertion of the author of Thelyphthora, that “ Po- 
„ lvygamy is lawful in itſelf.” 

i. ſeen 
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ſeen in the Britiſh Myſeum that he ſhewed 
it to Lord Lauderdale, who was then high 
in the King's favor, yet there is no proof 
at all that the Biſhop made it public him- 
ſelf, or that 1t was ever printed by his own 
approbation. 

But who could have expected that good 
Doctor Doddridge ſhould ever have been 
called upon as a Coadjutor to Polygamy, 
in his note on 1 Tim. iii. 2. where he firſt 
gives the ſentiments of Mr, Hallet and Mr. 
Whiſton on the text, and then mentions his 
own, by which he 1s ſo far from approv- 
ing Polygamy, that he calls it an irregular 
practice, to which the divine wiſdom had 
fixed a brand of infamy. However, if we 
have a mind to know exactly what was 
this excellent man's opinion of Polygamy, 
we have only to conſult his paraphraſe on 
1 Cor. vii. &c. where he has the following 

remarkable words : 
* As the God of nature has for certain 
e wiſe reaſons implanted in the ſexes a 
„ mutual inclination to each other, in or- 
der to prevent Fornication, and every 
* other ſpecies of uncleanneſs, let every 
% man have and retain his own proper 
wife; and let every woman have and re- 
e tain 
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“ tain her own huſband : for neither di- 
“ vorce nor Polygamy, are by any means 
e agreeable to the genius of the goſpel. 

* Again, The wife hath not power over 
*© her own body, but hath by the marriage 
* covenant transferred it to the huſband ; 
* and in like manner alſo the huſband hath 
© not power over his own body, but it is as 
it were THE PROPERTY OF HIS 
« WIFE. 

In the improvement of this chapter Doctor 
Doddridge makes the following judicious 
obſervation : | | 

* It becomes us humbly to adore the 
« divine wiſdom and goodneſs manifeſted 
“ in the formation of the firſt human 
e pair, and in keeping up the different 
C ſexes through all ſucceeding ages, in ſo 
e juſt a proportion, that every man might 
e have his own wife, and every woman ber 
ce own huſband. 

Methinks after theſe concluſive teſtimo- 
nies from Doctor Doddridge, my friend's 
attempt to prove him an abettor of Poly- 
gamy is ſomething like that of the Iriſh- 
man who ſaid © he was ſure there was 
a dead man in the ditch, for he heard him 
groan.” | 


Had 
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Had the author of Thelypbebora been ſa- 
tified with the deciſion of this found and 
learned proteſtant Divine on the text, we 
ſhould not have found him ſtooping ſo 
very low as to aſk inſtruction from the 
pope, or rather from a neſt of Jeſuits, by 
adopting the ſenſe of the Rhemiſb teſta- 
ment on the paſlage before. us, and then by 
way of mending the matter adding 


— Fas eſt et ab hoſte doceri. 


When he might with much more propriety 
have exclaimed 


Flectere fi nequeo ſuperos acheronta movebo. 


But the cobler cannot take leave of this 
important ſcripture without once more 
commencing critic ; and as he is threatened 
with a future drubbing for his ignorance 
and blunders in the explanation of this 
chapter, he will e'en try his hand once 
more; that if the author of Thelyphthora 
has any more diſcipline to beſtow upon 

him, he may give it him all at once. 
Upon reviſing what I ſaid in the Bleſ- 
ſongs of Polygamy, p. 61, 62, 63. I find I 
have omitted to take notice of a very glar- 
ing piece of partiality, which my friend 
has 
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has fallen into in his tranſlation of that 
ſame word xd which has already occa- 
ſioned ſo much altercation : for in the very 
ſame verſe where it relates to the man, he 
renders it, Let him retain his wife. But 
where it relates to the woman he renders 
it, Let her eb to her huſband, His rea- 
ſon for making this wide difference of 
ſenſe in the very ſame word, and in the 
very ſame verſe is very evident. But 
though neither of the expreſſions are ſo 
juſt as that which our tranſlators have 
given us, yet I will readily leave it to your 
choice to take the word retain or keep to 
which ever you pleaſe. If you chooſe the 
firſt, and tranſlate the one part of the 
verſe, Let the huſband retain his wife, then 
you mult tranſlate the other part, Let the 
wife retain her huſband : And there's an end 
of Polygamy that way. | 
But if you had rather take the other 
expreſſion, Let the wife keep to ber huſband, 
then you mult alſo (as obſerved in be 
Bleſſings of Polygamy) render the latter 
clauſe Let the huſband keep to his wife. In 
ſhort chooſe which expreſſion you will, 
oniy abide by it ; but without the moſt 
ſhameful abuſe of the word of God, you 
C cannot 
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cannot give a difterent ſenſe to the repeti- 
tion of the ſame word in the ſame verſe. 

But as my learned friend by his eluci- 
dation of this chapter leaves the matter 
open to the whole church of Corinth to 
practice Polygamy without any limitation 
or reſtriction whatever, we may ſuppoſe 
in order to make him conſiſtent with him- 
ſelf, that he has found out by ſome anti- 
ent manuſcript or tradition, that all the 
married women whoſe huſbands were mem- 
bers of that church were either barren, 
or lunatics, Or ſcolds. 

The cobler has nothing more to ſay in 
the way of criticiſm himſelf, but begs to 
apply to the learned author of Thelyphthora 
for information whether the text in Mal. ii. 
which our tranſlators have rendered in the 
ſingular number 7hee and the wife of rh 
youth,” be really ſo in the original; or whe- 
ther the words ſtand in the Hebrew as 
given us in Thelyphthora, You and your 
wives? I am ſure if our tranſlators have 
rendered the words in the ſingular number, 
when they ought to have been 1n the plu- 
ral, they have ſhewn themſelves to be very 
incorrect, though they have thereby made 
the text ſpeak ſtrongly in favor of mono- 


gamy : 
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gamy: but if your tranſlation be the true 
one, then I confeſs there is an ambiguity 
in the phraſeology; and that though hee 
and thy wife can mean only two perſons or 
they twain, yet you and your wives leaves 


the matter ſo much at large, that it may 


take in one man with half a dozen waves. 
Your explicit anſwer to this queſtion wall 
really much oblige me, as I aſſure you 1 
have aſked no perſon but yourſelf, whether 
you or the tranſlators of the Bible are 
right. 

VII. 

The author of Thelyphthora totally 
miſrepreſents what the cobler called © 4 
chicanery.” The expreſſion alluded to was 
the following : © That if by a woman in 
the text (Matt. v. 28.) any woman be meant, 
then a man may commit adultery by /ookzng 
at his own wife.” This you have intirely 
paſſed over, and inſtead of it you affirm 
that I charge you with ch:canery, for ſaying 
that the word adultery 1s never uſed but 
- where the defilement of a married woman 
is concerned [F]. 

VIII. 


[F] If this aſſertion contain ſound divinity, then 
fornication as well as adultery is not forbidden by 
C 2 the 
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— — 


1 
a: * 


36 The Cobler's Letter to the 


VIII. 

The author deſires me to aſk myſelf if 
I did not read his book with prejudice. 
Did not your prejudices (ſays he) in- 
cline you to wiſh that they might rather 
be juſtified than removed? —I anſwer ſin- 
cerely, that notwithſtanding the ſtrong 
prepoſſeſſions I had in favor of the au- 
thor, yet I had imbibed very ſtrong preju- 
dices againſt his performance before I read 
it. Theſe prejudices I attribute in great 
meaſure to ſome letters I had read, which 
were written by one Paul of Tarſus on the 
other ſide of the queſtion, and when J 
came to read your book, I really thought 
he was more than a match for you. 


| i 
Though it ſeemed by our author's 
ſentiments as contained in the two firſt 
volumes of Thelyphthora, that no ſuch thing 
as fornication could exiſt, yet he now tells 
us there is ſuch an animal in the world as 
a whore, and gives us a moſt wonderful 


the ſeventh commandment, and if not by that com- 
mandment, then by no other, and confequently can 
be no ſin; for where no law is, there is no tranſ- 


greſſion. 


account 
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account of this creature in the 5 
words: 

« If this woman' (ho has intercourſe 
with one man and is therefore according 
to our author, the wife of that man by the 
divine law) * departs from this firſt man 
* to another, the bond with the firſt is 
<< totally vacated by her act of adultery; fo 
ce that the firſt man is totally releaſed from 
« her. If afterwards ſhe goes from man 
c to man, and ſells or gives her favors pro- 
4 miſcuouſly to all alike, ſhe is every 
«« bodys: no man can lay claim to her, 
e or look, upon her as his property, or be 
* 1njured as a given appropriated huſband 
«© might be, by her infidehty, She is in 
c ſhort, nullius inter bona, and is an whore, 
“ harlot or proſtitute, in the true ſenſe of 
<< theſe words.” 


From this very extraordinary definition 
it appears, 

iſt. That no unmarried woman (1. e. 
according to our author's ideas of marri- 
age) can be a whore. 

2dly. That no woman whatever can 
commit whoredom till ſhe has firſt com- 
mitted adultery. 


C4 2dly. 
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3dly. That ſhe can be guilty of no 
whoredom till three men have had connec- 
tion with her. 

4thly. That as fornication 1s a leſs fin 
than adultery, conſequently the third man 
who has intercourſe with her 1s leſs guilty 
than the ſecond. 

5thly. That from the moment ſhe has 
beſtowed her favors on the third man, 
ſhe ceaſes to be an adultreſs. 

6thly. That if an action be brought by 
the huſband for crim. con. with any man 
but the ſecond, 1t muſt be laid for commit- 
ting whoredom with his wife, and not for 
committing adultery. 

1 hat theſe are concluſions neceſlarily 
deducible from our author's dchnition and 
premiſes is clear at firſt view : but with- 
out animadverting upon them, let me aſk 
how agrees this doctrine with ſcripture ? 
There we find, Deut. xx11. 13, 14, &c. &c. 
that if ſuſpicion aroſe in the huſband con- 
cerning his new married wife that the was 
not a maid, and if the zokens of her virgi- 
ty could not be produced, ſhe was ad- 
judged to have played the whore, So by 
the Levitical law, Lev. xxi. 7. no prieſt 
was to tate a wife that was a whore, By 


which 
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which it is evident that according to God's 
judgment, though not according to the 
judgment of the author of Thelyphthora, a 
woman might be a whore firſt and a wife 
afterwards. With him it is juſt vice verſa. 

Truly, my friend, you are very kind to 
propoſe to me the leaving off ?, that my 
ideas may not be diſordered by frightful 
dreams; but ſuch ſeems to be the confu- 
ſion of your own ideas, that I would ad- 
viſe you to take an additional quantity of 
coffee, which I have heard 1s ſometimes ef- 
fectual towards diſſipating the fumes of the 
imagination: Well indeed may you tell 
me that you are “perfectly convinced that 
I have ſcarcely one real idea of the book I 
write againſt,” when the writer himſelf 
has ſcarcely one fixed idea of the ſubject he 
handles. And this perhaps 1s the true 
cauſe why you complain that your book 1s 
ſo generally miſunderſtood. 


X. 

The author of Thelyphthora ſeems to lay a 
great ſtreſs on the law of marrying the 
brother's wife: and where the ſurviving 
brother had no wife nor children of his 
own, there it was God's poſitive command 

that 
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that he ſhould do ſo: but I no more be- 
lieve that he ordained this as a general law 
where the next brother was already mar- 
ried, than I believe he commanded the 
widow and the wife to be married together. 
Joſephus's teſtimony muſt in this caſe be 
concluſive, and the quotation which you 
yourſelf bring from him, Antig. lib. ix. 
chap. 5. is full againſt you, for there he 
aſſerts that Mahlon's kinſman refuſed to 
marry Ruth, ſaying, © be had already a wife 
and children.” But our author adds, 
ce not a word that it was unlawjul.” But 
does not the very anſwer he returned im- 
ply this ?—However, the author eaſily gets 
over the matter in his uſual way, by affirm- 
ing on the greateſt of all authorities, viz. 
his own, that Toſephus does not repreſent the 
matter as the Bible does, Thel. vol. 1. 
p. 253. However, if the author would 
eſtabliſh his point, let him produce only 
one example of the next brother marrying 
the widow of the deceaſed brother, when 
he himſelf was a married man.—But I will 
go farther ſtill.—Even ſuppoſing that in 
this particular inſtance God himſelf had 
commanded that the brother of the de- 
ceaſed, though a married man, ſhould yet 

eſpouſe 
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eſpouſe the widow; ſtill this would be no 
more proof that God approved of general 
Polygamy, than it would be that he ap- 
proved of general inceſt, which marrying 
a brother's wife was deemed to be, and was 
forbidden as ſuch under the Levitical law. 


XI. 

You are pleaſed to ſay you feel both 
hurt and aſhamed at my ſtrictures on the 
ſtory of Judah and Tamar. Certainly the 
cobler ought to be much obliged to you 
for this great ſenſibility on his behalf; but 
as he has taken the very words of the ſa- 
cred text, and he thinks alſo the ſenſe of 
it, he! opes you will make yourſelf quite 
eaſy on Eis account; eſpecially as he does 
not find that any other perſon beſides the 
author of Thelyphthora thinks he has given 
any wrong interpretation of the paſſage; 
not to mention that this author has ex- 
preſſed himſelf in ſuch a manner on the 
place in queſtion that few, if any, of his 
readers have been able to underſtand him, 


XII. 
I leave it to you and Doctor Kennicot to 


ſettle the matter about the word not. 
XIII. 
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XIII. 

That Tae! acted as a faithful ſubject of 
the Mraelitiſh ſtate, I don't deny: but that 
ſhe alſo acted under the immediate direction of 
God, is as clear as that the ſun ſhines at 
noon-day. Read the fourth and fifth chap- 
ters of Judges throughout, alſo Pſalm 
Ixxx111. 9. where the act of Jael to Siſera 
is ſpoken of as the direct act of God. It 
1s true, this matter does not affect the pre- 
ſent controverſy either one way or other, 
but it is grievous to ſee the divine teſtimo- 
ny ſo little regarded by one who certainly 
ought to have more reſpect for it. 


. 

The cobler is challenged to find as 
ſtrong a prohibition of Polygamy, on the 
man's ſide, as that Rom. vii. 1, 2, 3. on the 
woman's ſide. 

To bring that paſſage is meer trifling. 
It is plain that the apoſtle is there intro- 
ducing the law as a huſband, to whom we 
are all eſpouſed by nature; and Chriſt as a 
huſband, to whom all believers are eſpouſed 
by grace: therefore the grand and only 
point he meant to prove was, that a be- 
liever had no more to do with an abro- 

gated 
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gated law as a covenant of works, than a 
widow who was married again has to do 
with her firſt huſband when he 1s dead and 
buried. If therefore St. Paul had in this 
place ſhewn that it was equally criminal in 
a man to have more wives than one, as it 
was 1n a woman to have more huſbands 
than one (though the one were as much a 
truth as the other,) 1t would have been 
quite foreign to his own purpoſe. But 
when our bleſſed Saviour is confining him- 
ſelf wholly to the matters of adultery and 
divorce, there he expreſſly gives us to un- 
derſtand that it is equally criminal in the 
man to put away his wife and marry an- 
other, as it is in the wife to put away her 
huſband and marry another. He ſaith unto 
them, Whoever ſhall put away his wife and 
marry another, committeth adultery againſt 
her: and if a woman ſhall put away ber buſ- 
band, and be married to another, ſhe commit- 
teth adultery, Mark x. 11, 12. 


XV. 

The author of Thelyphthora again challenges 
the cobler in a very peremptory manner, to 
produce one inſtance of the divine probibi- 
tion or diſapprobation of Polygamy. And 

then 
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then tells us, (perhaps rather too much in 
a way of triumph) that if I do ſo, I ſhall 
have the Old Teſtament on my ſide. 

The cobler anſwers the . firſt, 
by producing that remarkable text, Deut. 
xvii. 17. where God tells the Iſraelites, that 
when they were come into the land which 
he ſhould give them, the king which he 
would chooſe for them ſhould not multiply 
wives unto himſelf, that his heart turn not 
away. Here is, | 

1ſt, Abſolute probibition; be ſhall not mul- 
tiply wives or have many wives, which is the 
expreſs meaning of the word Polygamy. 

2dly, Diſapprobation, and the reaſon of 
it, leſt Polygamy, or the multiplying wives, 
ſhould turn away his heart from Ged. 

But that the interpretation of this im- 
portant text of ſcripture may no reſt on 
my own deciſion, I ſhall back it with a 
teſtimony, which, to an unprejudiced mind, 
muſt carry with it full conviction: and 
this ſhall be from a comment on the Bible, 
which was ſet forth (as ordered by the 
committee for religion) by a conſiderable 
number of thoſe ſound, learned, and evan- 
gelical divines which compoſed the Weſt- 
minſter Aſſembly, and before publication 

ſubmitted 
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ſubmitted to the peruſal and correction of 
them all together, as 1s expreſſed in the 
preface to the work itſelf ; and therefore 
muſt be regarded not as the judgment of 
a ſingle individual, or of one commentator, 
but as conveying the ſenſe of a large body 
of the greateſt, ableſt, and beſt men that 
perhaps ever compoſed any ſynod ſince the 
days of the apoſtles. 

Theſe faithful and orthodox divines thus 
expreſs themſelves on the text in queſtion: 

If kings may not [i. e. multiply wives] 
much leſs their ſubjects, ſince it is of 
more moment that they have children 
© than inferior perſons; and though the 
e patriarchs had more wives than one at 
once, it was not according to the firſt 
© inſtitution of marriage. See annot. on 
© Gen. iv. 19.] It was never allowed by 
« God, though for a time tolerated, upon 
«© reaſons which concern not our times. 
« And this might be rather forbidden to a 
«« king, becauſe of the power of his ex- 
« ample upon the manners of his people.“ 


Snffer me to bring one more text of 
ſcripture, which though quoted in the 
Ble/jings of Polygamy, is not of leſs weight 
on that account. The paſſage alluded to, 

18 
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is that Lev. xvii. 18. Neither ſhalt thou 
take a wife to her ſiſter, (or as it ſtands in 
the margin, one wife to another) to vex her, 


to uncover her nakedneſs, befide the other in her 
hfe time. 


I know you will not allow the marginal 
reading to be the true ſenſe of the words, 
and may perhaps tell me, as you do upon 
another occaſion, that I have not called 
in a fingle commentator, hiſtorian, or other 
author to my aid. However, I will now 
call in the corroborating teſtimony of one 
of the moſt judicious and unexceptionable 
men that ever lived in my behalf. Good 
old Mr. Perk:ns, who certainly ſhone among 
the brighteſt ſtars which adorned the churc 
of England during the reign of Queen E. 
zabeth, and who for piety, learning, anc 
deep ſkill in caſuiſtry, was equalled by few, 
exceeded by none. This able and ſound 
divine, treating on the text in queſtion, 
thus writes, 

This place 1s a flat prohibition of zh: 
« fin of Polygamy : for to take a wife to 
<« her ſiſter, in the Hebrew phraſe, is no- 
* thing elſe but to take two wives one to 
* another. The like form of ſpeech is uſed 
% otherwhere by Moſes, as Exod. xxvi. 3j. 

« Five 
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« Five curtains ſhall be coupled together 
e (the woman to her ſiſter,) that is, one 
ce to another; and the other five curtains 
<«« ſhall be coupled (the woman to her ſiſ- 
<« ter) that is, the one to the other. Ezek. 
e 1. 9. The four beaſts were joined with 
„“ their wings (the woman to her ſiſter,) 
« that is, the one to the other. Again, 
« Moſes himſelf there alledgeth two reaſons 
* againſt Polygamy : the one is, becauſe 
« the man 1s to love, cheriſh, and com- 
« fort his wife; whereas, if he ſhould take 
e unto him another beſides her, he ſhould 
“ greatly vex his firſt lawful wife. The 
% other, becauſe by that means he ſhould 


« uncover the ſhame of his wife; that is, 


e he ſhould play a very diſhoneſt part with 
© her, to whom he was before lawfully 
« married.” Perkins on Chriſtian Oeconomy 

or Houſhold Government, vol. iii. p. 677. 
The very ſame interpretation which Mr. 
Perkins gives, do the Aſſembly of Divines 
alſo give of this ſcripture in their comment 
before quoted. The following are their 
own words. *© This is not to be under- 
« ſtood only of another natural ſiſter, as 
« if a man might have two wives, ſo they 
« were not ſuch ſiſters, or two ſiſters one 
* aiter 
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after another to wife, the latter upon 
the death of the former, for the mar- 
riage of the brother's wife is forbidden 
before, ver. 16. and by conſequence a 
woman muſt not marry her ſiſter's huſ- 
band, and ſo two ſiſters are already for- 
bidden to be married to one man.— 
Wherefore 1t 18 moſt probable, that this 
is a prohibition of Polygamy, 1. e. of 
having more wives than one at once; 
that one may not be a vexation to the 
other, which is likely, to fall out not 
only betwixt natural ſiſters, as Lean and 
Rachel, but betwixt thoſe that are not 
of kin, as betwixt Hannah and Penin- 
nab. And for the word er in a ge- 
neral acceptation, 1t may be applied to 
any woman, as the word brother to any 
man. Gen. xix. 7. And it is to be noted, 
that it is ſometimes to be applied to 
things, which, in propriety of ſpeech, 
come not under ſuch a title or denom1- 
nation, as the wings of the beaſt, Ezek. 
1.9. are ſaid to touch @ woman to her 


« ſiſter, as the Hebrew phraſe carrieth it.“ 


Now what ſays my friend to theſe autho- 


rities? I dare ſay he will not ſcruple to af- 
firm that they are not worth minding. But 


I what 
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what if Mr. Perkins and the Aſſembly of 
Divines had ſpoken the language of The- 
| Iyphthora? Then what high encomiums 
would they have received! Truly, we 
may ſee that throughout life, e tra- 
veller who blowed hot and cold with the ſame 
mouth, 18 no uncommon character. 


XVI. 

The cobler 1s accuſed of attacking his 
own old friend, and 1s put in mind of the 
apoſtle's advice, 1 T. iv. 11. Study to be 
quiet. 

It 1s eaſy to give advice, hard to fol- 
low it ourſelves. I grant however, that the 
above apoſtolic counſel may be more ſuited 
to the cobler as a layman, than to the au- 
thor of Thelyphthora as a miniſter ; as that 
author muſt well remember a converſation 
ſome years ago between two certain cler- 
gymen, when the one told the other © he 
intended 0 leave off preaching and be 
quiet. Ab, Sir, (anſwered the other) he 
© devil loves quiet miniſters.” 

As to attacking his friend, this charge 
the cobler denies. It 1s true he attacked 
the errors of his friend, but the perſon of 
his friend he endeavored to treat with re- 

D ſpect, 
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ſpect, love, and regard. He wiſhes the 
author of Thelyphthora had obſerved the 


fame rule. 


XVII. 
The author of Thelyphthora accuſes the 
cobler of ſetting forth © the fair ſex in ſuch 
« a light of vengeance and aſſaſſination, and 


in ſhort, as ſuch a ſet of furies, as to out- 
« do, if poſſible, the three famed daugh- 


ce ters of Acheron and Nox.” He then ad- 


viſes the cobler © to put ſome ſnakes into 


&« their hair in the next edition, and then 
« they may paſs for the lineal deſcendants 
« of Alecto, Megæra, and Ti/iphone.” He 
then adds, © 1 marvel not that my friend 
e has ſtill to complain with Horace. 


« Marliis cœlebs quid agam calendis ?” 


Ah! my good friend, 'tis too late to of- 
fer the ladies ſugar-plums, when you have 
been pelting them with Hailſtones and coals 
of fire ; and placing them in a light little 


| ſuperior to ſlaves in a Turkiſh ſeraglio. 


But the cobler has no cauſe to dread their 
diſpleaſure for any thing that he has ſaid, 
concerning the tenderneſs and delicacy of 
their feelings in his late piece, or of the 


effects 


— ————— 
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effects of that univerſal jealouſy which the 
doctrine contained in Thelyphthora will 
certainly ſpread among them. The injured 
ſex cannot yet have forgotten but, manet 
alta mente repoſtum—a certain note con- 
cerning queen Vaſbti, which moſt of them 
have adjudged far more proper to have 
come from an eaſtern baſhaw than a chriſ- 
tian divine, However, the cobler has ſtill 
too much regard for his o friend, (not- 
withſtanding his ſeyere perſonal reflection, 
couched under the line from Horace,) either 
to lend the females his rap, or to put 
ſnakes into their heads; being certain that 
the firſt object of their vengeance would 
be the devoted author of Thelyphthora. But 
if that author has a mind to view ſome of 
the bleſſed effects of his own ſyſtem when 
eſtabliſhed by law, let him look at the 
windows of our picture-ſhops, and there 
he will be entertained with a print of two 
women belaboring a poor hen-pecked man, 
and under it, as nearly as I can recollect, 
the following words: Polygamy in perfec- 
tion, or Doctor Madman brought to the right 
uſe of his ſenſes. 
of 4 10. author of Thelyphthora has any 
meaning at all in bringing the above line 
D 2 from 
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from Horace, (the introduction of which 1s 
deemed, even by his beſt friends, to be a 
maſterpiece of inſolence and rudeneſs,) it 
muſt he the following“ Mr. Hill has uſed 
ce the female ſex ſo ill, that no wonder 
* none of them will marry him.” —But as 
it 15 true on the one fide, that 


There ſwims no gooſe ſo grey, but ſoon or late, 
Can find ſome honeſt gander for her mate, 


So it 1s equally true on the other, that 
There is no Jacł but may have his Gill; 


In proof of which I ſhould bevery unwilling 
to produce the author of Thelyphthora. 
However, I had much rather be lamenting 
with Horace— 


« Martis celebs quid agam calendis, 


Than to be joining the cry of every old 
letcher and battered rake in the kingdom, 


upon the proſpect of Polygamy being 
eſtabliſhed by law, 


O mihi preteritos referet fi Fupiter annos ! 


I am ſure 1f I had no higher eſtimation 
of the marriage ſtate than what I could 
form upon reading Thelyphthora, | had much 
rather continue a batchelor all my life, 

than 


Author of Thelyphthora, 53 


than harbor a thought of entering into it. 
But ſo far am I from thinking that any 
thing I have advanced in the Bleſings of 
Polygamy may be the means of incurring 
the diſapprobation of the ſex, that I am 
flattering myſelf that however much reaſon 
I'may have had to lament my having hi- 
therto lived ſingle, yet (though not quite in 
the prime of life) I may now find a favor- 
able reception from ſome kind and amiable 
help meet. But happy indeed may the 
author of Thelyphthora eſteem himſelf that 
he made the marriage-knot ſure before he 
acquainted the world with his 1deas of 
Polygamy, otherwiſe I think the poet's 
lamentation for the calends of March muſt 
have been his all his life long | G]. 

I have only to add, that if my friend 
wants a motto for his next publication, 
inſtead of going to St. Paul for it, I would 
adviſe him to have recourle to the celeſtial 
brilliancy of DOCTOR GRAHAM Him- 
felf, and to take the conſpicuous. words 


[G] Even this line of Horace ſhews, that the hea- 
then nations ſuppoſed that ſome external form was 
neceſſary before marriage, otherwiſe this laſcivious 
poet would hardly have {tiled himſelf cœlebs, a batche- 
lor, as it is to be feared he had been frequently mar- 
ried, according to the Thelyphthorian ſyſtem. 


D 3 which 
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which are painted on the outſide of his 
houſe in Pall-Mall, 


«SACRED TO HYMEN.” 


Eſpecially as the electrical, hymeneal beds, 
on which the doctor advertiſes to touch 6 
delicately, may prove very convenient for 
the accommodation of an additional wife 
now and then : For as to the ladies living 
together under the ſame roof, I think it 
muſt be quite given up, ſince we can 


hardly ſuppoſe there would ſubſiſt a ſuf- 
ficient degree of harmony between them, 
even to put them on a footing with Bayes's 


two kings of Brentford, who came in ſmel- 
ling at the ſame noſegay [H]. 


I muſt here beg leave to obſerve, that 
Doctor Graham as well as the author of 
a Treatiſe on Female Ruin, complains that 
the deſign of his celeſtial bed is much miſun- 
derſtood through ignorance and prejudice, and 
aſſures the public, in the exact language of 
Thelyphthora, that this ſame electrical torus 
is by no means intended to be uſed in an 
unlimited indiſcriminate manner, but is re- 


[H] Preface to the third vol. of Thel. p. 8. note. 
ſerved 
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ſerved © onLy FoR MARRIED PERSONS,” 
that he has nothing in view but to promote 
the public good, to prevent impurity, adul- 
tery, and divorce, and to encourage popula- 
tion in many noble and illuſtrious families, 
which are now without heirs to inherit 
their titles and eſtates, and therefore he 
aſſures himſelf of the patronage and appro- 
vation of the great, the learned, and THE 
GOOD; and hopes for that benevolence and 
encouragement from THE LEGISLATURE 
wwhrch the vaſt importance of the object merits.” 
- The Doctor then adds the following 
nota bene. 


{> IN order to deter the wantonly 
laſcivious, the mere votaries of pleaſure 
from polluting the TEMPLE of HYMEN, 
the following lines are written in golden 
capitals over the grand entrance. 


OTAEIS AKAOAPTOE EILITQ! 


Procul! O Procul efte profam. VIRG. 


Keep afar off ye profane ones ] 


See Doctor Graham Abſtraft, &c. given at 
the door to ſuch as attend his electrical 
experiments, and compare it with The- 
Iyphthora, 


But 
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But notwithſtanding the grave precul efte 
Profani of the medico-eleftrical Doctor and 
the pious admonitions-of the author of The- 
lyphthora to a holy and ſober uſe of Polygamy, 
and to avoid an exceſs of it ; notwithſtand- 
ing the joint aſſurances of theſe two adven- 
trous perſonages that their highly extolled 
noſtrums of Polygamy and hymeneal electricity 
are only meant to promote the welfare of 
the community in general, as well as the 
happineſs of private families in particular, 
to put a ſtop to divorce, adultery, &c. and 
to encourage population, by furniſhing 
heirs to titles and eſtates ;—yet, certain 
curious perſons who regard not the apoſ- 
tles advice, of being quiet and minding their 
own buſineſs, but muſt needs take a peep 
behind the curtain, have been hardy enough 
to try to perſuade the world that other 
ends of a very different nature are likely to 
be anſwered by the ſyſtems delivered to the 
world both by the one and the other of 
theſe learned gentlemen, : 


To 
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ro CONCLUDE: 

Tam told by the author of Thelyphthora, 
that forbearance is no acquittance,” (great 
Forbearance truly,) and that the light in 
which he ſhall find himſelf obliged, in juſ- 
tice to the public (to ſay nothing of The- 
Hhybthora,) to place me as a critic and a 
philologiſt, will hardly be more diſagreeable 
to myſelf than to the author. Then he adds, 
ce but be it remembered, Sir, (a conviction 
already drawn up in the law phraſe,) III 


[I] We may ſuppoſe the whole of the conviction 
to run as follows: 

County of } BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the 
S,. 0 twenty- third day of March laſt paſt, and in 
To wit. the twenty-firſt year of the reign of his 

ſovereign majeſty lord George, of ' Great - Britain, 

France, and Ireland, king defender of the faith, and ſo 

forth. Richard Hill, of Hawkſlone, in the county of Sa- 

lop, batchelor, otherwiſe cobler, was duly convicted before 
me, Martinus Scriblerus, Eſq. one of his majeſty's jui- 
ices aſſigned to keep the peace within the ſaid county, of 
divers crimes and miſdemeanors in the art of critici/mand 
philology, he the ſaid Richard Hill, otherwiſe the cobler, 
not being duly qualified nor licenſed by the laws of 

T helyphthora to exerciſe the art or myſtery of critzci/m or 

*philology aforeſaid. I therefore the ſaid juſtice, upon 
due conſideration had of the premiſes, do adjudge that 
the ſaid Richard Hill, otherwiſe the cobler, hath in- 
curred the penalty of public whipping, which ſaid 
penalty, I the within named juſtice ſhall inflict on 
the ſaid delinquent by my own hand and rod, within 
the ſpace of three months next enſuing from the date 
hereof, Given under my hand and ſeal, the day and 
year aforcſaid, MaARTINUS SCRIBLERUS. 


that 
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that happen what may, you have nobody 
to thank but yourſelf.” In ſhort, the 
cobler has lamed the author's hobby horſe, 
and has ſent him limping and wincing . 
away, and therefore in return he is re- 
ſolved that the hobby horſe ſhall kick the 
cobler's brains out. But, parce minis, magne 
faterdos, Pleaſe to recollect, that to forbear 
threatening, is an apoſtolic injunction. Let 
me alſo put you in mind, that though the 
cobler in this piece has adminiſtered a httle 
moderate correction by /eathering, yet the 
aol, the hammer, the pinchers, and the par- 
ing knife, have not yet been taken up in his 
defence; and theſe are dangerous weapons 
to fall under. 

Though the cobler would wiſh to main- 
tain the ſpirit of a Chriſtian, yet he is not 
exempt from the feelings of a man: there- 
fore, though he will not ſay 


Nemo me impune laceſſit, 


Yet he begs leave to let you know that 
there are a few lines in the ſatires of Horace 
which, upon ſome occaſions, may be more 
applicable to him than he himſelf would 
wiſh in his cooler moments. 


—Ut 
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Ut pereat rubigine telum 
Nec quiſquam noceat, cupido mihi pacis, at ille 
Qui me commorit, melius non tangere clamo 


Flebit, Cc. Oc. 

Peace is my dear delight, not Fleury's more, 

Yet touch me and no miniſter ſo ſore. PorE. 
But after all I am fully perſuaded that, 
as two ſeparate individuals, this controverſy 
1 not likely to do either you or me any 
good in a ſpiritual way, though! eſteemed 
it abſolute matter of duty in me, to enter 
my proteſt againſt the unſcriptural doctrine 
and dangerous tendency of Thelyphthora. 
Having done this in two publications, I 
ſhall be happy to uy with regard to all 
controverſy, 


Hic. . . caftus artemque repono, 


But whether I am to add the other word 
(victor) or to turn it into victus, I muſt 
leave others to determine. One thing how- 
ever is certain, that every day our pens are 
exerciſed in vain janglings and diſputings, we 
have reaſon to lament with one of old, 
when a day paſſed over his head without 
his having done any good, © Perdidimus 
diem.” God grant we may neither of us 
have cauſe to cry out with another 


Heu! vitam perdidi operoſe nthil agendo. 
Or 
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Or with a third great man of modern me- 
mory, who had juſt ſtrength enough to fay 
at the laſt gaſp, The arte! ts — but 
the victory i is loft for ever. 


N. B. The cobler ** ſome queries 
prefixed to the ſecond edition of Thelyph- 


thora; but as many of them conſiſt in beg- 


ging the queſtion, as others of them are 
befide the queſtion, and as the objections 
contained in moſt of them are conſidered 
and anſwered in the Bleſſings of Polygamy, 
therefore the cobler will not animadvert 
on them particularly, Beſides, it is ru- 
mored about that theſe queries were bor- 
rowed by the author of Thelyphthora, 


Poſtſcript. 
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Poſtſcript. 


SINCE I wrote the foregoing letter I 
have looked again into your Preface to 


the third volume, where I find an extract 


of a letter from a reverend and learned cor- 
reſpondent of your's in favor of it. You 
have not indeed told us by whom the let- 
ter itſelf was written, but as I really be- 
lieve there is only one reverend and learned 
Divine in all England (and I do allow him 
to be a truly upright and valuable man,) 
who no approves your book, though ſeve- 
ral others were at firſt ſtaggered by its 
plauſibility, I could venture to name the 
perſon without miſtake, as certainly as I 
could have determined who was meant by 
the author of Thelyþh:5457a though his 
Treatiſe were anonymous. However if 
epiſtolary teſtimonies muſt be admitted on 
the one ſide, they certainly may on the 
x other: 


4 n „ 


z 
3 
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other : And as I dare fay you will think 
I cannot follow a better example than 
your own, permit me to cite a few paſ- 
ſages from ſome letters which I have now 

in my pocket on the ſubject. The firſt 
ſhall be an extract from one miniſter to 
another, with a ſight of which I have lately 
been favored. 

« I hope you are going on with zeal, 
te comfort and ſucceſs in the bleſſed work 

* of an evangeliſt make full proof of 
your miniſtry— the days are evil, the 
* love of many 1s waxed cold—ſome have 
* brought in damnable errors—others 
te turn the grace of God into laſciviouſ- 
« neſs, and ſome have diſcovered the ad- 
te vantage and privilege of Polygamy in the 
« new Teſtament !! ! 

* The reaſoning, ſophiſtry, chicanery, 
e fallacy and poiſon of that book at firſt 
« appear plauſible and infinuating, but 
*« the charm preſently vaniſhes, the purity 
of the goſpel ſhines through every at- 
“ tempt to ſully its brightneſs—and we 
* diſcover the cloven foot of this angel of 
* light—and as a diſcerning miniſter ex- 
0 preſſed it, pronounce the book to be 
* Satan's flea, for à libidinous appetite.” R 

The 


* 
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The ſecond ſhall be from a joint friend 
of your's and mine, a gentleman of known 
learning and true religion, which I 3 
received laſt night. 

« We have peruſed with great pleaſure 
« The Bleſſings of Polygamy,” thinking 
the arguments concluſive, and admiring 
e the ſpirit in which it is written, To 
© tell you the truth the only fault we find 
« with it is that we think you are too la- 
« viſh in your encomiums upon the au- 
te thor of Thelyphthora. And we are 
e ſorry to ſee that they have ſo little effect, 
by obſerving that he advertiſes a 3d vol. 
te with a letter to you. I ſhall be curious 
eto ſee what he has to ſay in reply.” 


The third ſhall be from a very worthy 
and learned friend of mine, who I hope 
will pardon the liberty I take in printing 
his letter (never deſigned for public view) 
without his knowledge ; but as I am in- 
debted to him for that judicious quotation 


from Wall's Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm, which 


is contained in it, I think it much more 
honeſt to tell the world from whence I 
had it, than to let them ſuppoſe, I had col- 


lected it in the courſe of my own reading. 


« DEAR 
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e Dear SIR, 

6e ſhould have acknowledged the receipt 
* of The Bleſſings of Polygamy diſplayed ſooner; 
* but I was informed that you was gone 
* out of town; and I did not hear of your 
* return till Wedneſday laſt. I have read 
* it with great ſatisfaction; and, as an in- 
& dividual, - haye reaſon to ſay, that God 
* has made this unhappy controverſy about 
4 Polygamy (like ſome others) a means of 
information and ſettlement to my mind. 
« Long before Iheard of Mr. M 's book 
ce had been puzzled as to this point; and 
* the reading of Thelyphthora almoſt per- 
* ſuadedme to embrace the unchriſtian doc- 
ce trine, However, at preſent I am ſatisfied 
ce that, as a doctrine, it is inconſiſtent with 
<« the Ney Teſtament; and, when practiſed, 
* full of the moſt dreadful conſequences. 
« For my ſatisfaction in this important mat- 
te ter, I am indebted to many, but eſpecially 
ce to you, Sir, as an author, and to my dear 
ce friend Mr. N— as a boſom companion. 

* I have not read much of Mr. M 8 


te reply to your addreſs, but, from what I 
ce did read, am ſorry to ſee him fo much 
<« and ſo unjuſtly out of temper with you. 
« As to his threatening to expoſe you as a 

4 exitie, 
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te eritic, (fo far as I am capable of judging) 
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you have no cauſe to fear him. 

* Should you ſend out another edition, 
the following quotation may perhaps 
ſtrengthen what you ſay at p. 66, 67. 

* Teſteem it very material to obſerve by 
the bye this emphaſis of the word «Fes, 
for apprehending the force of a text of 
St, Paul againſt the Polygamiſts. Theſe 


men preſume to ſay, that there is no 


prohibition in the New Teſtament of 
the plurality of wives to one man. St, 
Pau! ! Cor. vu. 1, 2. perſuades people, 
if they can be ſo content, to an abſolute 
continence ; but if they cannot, he al- 
lows marriage: but with this limitation 
EXGSOS THY £QUTY E) xtr, xa¹ EXCGN TOY 1000 
ada ixerw, The true tranſlation of 
which words is, Let every man have his 
own wife, and let every woman have a huſ- 
band peculiar to her. — For as when Ariſ- 
totle ſays 1h TET? TOS el ewwoss : It were a 
very imperfect rendering to tranſlate it; 
men have this of their own : which ought 
to be, this ig proper, or peculiar, to men. 
And where he ſays, 0 de Barpxyos 10. ov txt. 
T1 yAwooey ; to ſay, Frogs make their own 
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cc 


noiſe, would not reach the ſenſe: which 
is, that Frogs make a noiſe peculiar ta 
e themſelves. So it is an imperfect tranſ- 
* lation of the foreſaid words of the apo- 
ſtle, which our Engliſh gives, Let every 
woman have her own huſband, The word 
e fignifies, one pecultar to her.” 

That the Lord Jeſus may keep you, and 
cauſe you to ſhine more and more unto 
the perfect day is the ſincere deſire of 


cc 


cc 


40 


Dear S iR, 
Your very affectionate friend, 
. - And obliged humble ſervant, 


* * * 


P. S. The proper force of the word idee, 
as oppoſed to x,: may alſo be ſeen, Acts 
iv. 32. * dug T6 Twy vr pxoriuy ow Ny ide 
bb, GAA 1 a Noi g ar KOWG. 


I conclude the whole of theſe epiſtolary 
teſtimonies (though I could produce a 
great many more) with one which con- 
tains a practical comment on our author's 
doctrine. I have tranſcribed it from a 
letter written by a laborious miniſter or 

tac 
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the hbrch of England to another n 
man, who lately inclofted it to me. Speak- 


Ing of the pernicious effects of Thelyphr 


thora 1n various places, he ws on as fol- 
lows ; . 
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* weeks ago, at L. 


© There was an inſtance * this, a few 


J. A man amongſt 
the Independents there, wha had a wife 
and five children, upon the ſtrength of 


Mr. ——'s authority, prevailed upon a 


widow (who kept a public houſe, and 


had alſo five children by her late huſ- 


"7 Is 


band) to believe that Polygamy was law- 
ful. She was weak enough ta receive 
him, his wife and five children into her 
houſe; his wife was-fooliſh enough to 


go with him: they lived for a time ap- 


parently comfortably together; the wo- 
men ſat on each ſide him at table, and 
when cuſtomers came in they ſerved 
them by turns. The widow (as might 
be expected) proved with child, and 
when her friends attempted to part them, 
and argued with the man upen the 
wickedneſs of his conduct (with Mr. 
's book in his hand,) he defended 


himſelf againſt all they could ſay. Thus 
you ſee © The Bleſſings of Polygamy begin 
T2 cc to 
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to be diſplayed, but what muſt the au- 
e thor of ſuch an abominable perform- 
* ance think of himſelf, when ſuch con- 
« ſequences enſue ?” 


I imagine that, by this time, the author 
of Thelyphthora has ſeen as many extracts 
from letters as he wifhes to read, and am 
alſo afraid that my Supplement to the 
% Bleffings of Polygamy” will, if Jadd an 
more,' be like the Supplement to Chambers's 
Dictionary, more bulky than the work it- 
ſelf; I therefore beg to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


Still your ſincere friend, 


And well-wiſher, 


The COBLER. 


. 
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The follcwing Extraft of a Leiter having been re- 


% 


cerved fince the whole of my Pamphlet was printed 
off, and ſtitched up, Jam obliged to place it where 
it ſtands, 

Myr DEAR SIR, 


1 Have juſt finiſhed the reading of Mr. 
M 's third dry volume on his favorite 
topic. His letter to you, Sir, which concludes 


this dull, tedious compilation from popiſh 
* councils, ſynods, fathers, &c. gave me not a 
little concern; not upon your account, but his. 


The very reſpectful and friendly ſtyle with 
which you accoſted him through your whole 
book, when compared with the unceremonious, 
pert, and ſneering dialect which diſgraces his 


performance, muſt exhibit a contraſt very 


much to Mr. M's diſadvantage, in the eye of 
every man of candor and good breeding. In- 


* deed, Sir, I feared, upon the firſt peruſal of 


your book, that you had rather exceeded in 
the declarations of your friendſhip and reſpect 
for this reverend Polygamiſt; and the event 
hath at leaſt proved, that Mr. M. was unpre- 
pared for ſuch an addreſs. His reflections, in 
ſome parts, are groſsly perſonal, both when he 


+ ſpeaks in plain Engliſh, and when he wraps 


up the obnoxious ſentiment in learned ſcraps, 
(patches, Horace would call them) of Latin. 
Some of his notes are puerile and nugatory to 


the laſt degree, and carry with them ſuch an 
* appearance of conſummate pedantry, as mult 


diſguſt every reader of true literary taſte. 


* And I muſt declare, that his letter through- 


aut is void of that liberality, to which he 
ot © « ſeems 
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ſeems to lay ſo much claim. As for his cr1- 
ticiſms, upon iome parts of your book, the 
ſchool-boy, qui uno partam coli! offe en. 
ought to be aſhamed of them. und as tor 
his mode of handling your arguments, it is 
executed with ſuch a cautious hand, as if the 
wary cafuiſt feared they would burn his fingers. 
But, it ſeems, Sir, your “learned friend,” not 
content with the elaborate ſtrictures he has 
already made upon your piece, intends ſome- 
thing ſtill more formidable and ſevere againſt 
you, in the light of a Pbilolagiſt. 1 am ſorry 
to ſay, this intimation carries with it ſomething 
extremely unamiable. Mr. M. affects philo- 


logical knowledge; but he deſcends ſo low 


ſometimes, that his critiques are only worthy 
of the : 


* Tribes of word-catchers that live on ſyllables.” 


However, he ſhould ceaſe his triumphing as a 
philologiſt, till he has anſwered the Monthly 
Reviewers, For, in the opinion of many, equal 
in claſſical knowledge to Mr. M. theſe able 
caſuiſts have refuted every argument which he 
Math founded upon biblical criticiſm; and 
they have challenged him to a fair combat. 
He may affe to treat their ſtrictures with 
ſovereign contempt : buc under that lies con- 
cealed a dread to take up the gauntlet ; of 
which they ſeem 0 yOu convinced, that they 
eclare publicly they © look upon him as 
yielding them the palm.” | 
«I remain, dear Sir, | 
[- $6 Your molt obliged friend, 
And obedicnt ſervant.” 
May 23, 1781. * | ae” 
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